What 15 a Rain Garden?

A rain garden s an ecological design that utilizes native
plants to manage stormwater runoff. Rain gardens are
planted in depressions that intercept stormwater runoff
from roof tops, sidewalks, roads and parking iots. The Ra G d

extensive root systems of native plants naturally filter In a r. ens
and absorb stormwater. The remaining water infiltrates
through the soll and enters the water cycle through

groundwater recharge. The result of this process 1o
improved water quality.

What plants are in a Rain Garden?

Typical plants found in an East-Central llinois rain garden
nclude: American Bellflower, Black Snakeroot, Bottle-
brush Grass, Cinnamon Fern, Dutchman’s Breeches, Gray
Sedge, Jack-In-The-Pulpit, Orange Jewelweed, Virginia
Bluebelis, Blue Flag Ins, Cardinal Flower, Golden Alexan-
der, Great Blue Lobeha, Mountain Mint, New England
Aster, Palm Sedge, River Oats, Swamp Milkweed.

When 1s the best time to visit the
Rain Gardens?

Rain gardens change with the seasons. Generally
summer 1s the peak bloom time. However, winter
textures also provide an interesting aesthetic.

Who can | contact with questions?

University of llinois (217) 265-9828
ecs@illinois.edu

Prairie Rivers Network (217) 344-237 |
info@prairierivers.org
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