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Section 1 – Background
1.1) Institution Identification

Provide a brief description of the institution.
Since its founding in 1867, the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign has earned a reputation as a world-class leader in research, teaching, and public engagement. A talented and highly respected faculty is the university’s most significant resource. Many are recognized for exceptional scholarship with memberships in such organizations as the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the National Academy of Sciences, and the National Academy of Engineering, and with awards such as Nobel Prizes, Pulitzer Prizes, and the Fields Medal in Mathematics.   

The campus has a fundamental commitment to undergraduate education. More than 37,000 undergraduate students are enrolled in the university’s colleges, which together offer some 6,500+ courses in more than 150 fields of study. The campus enrolls more than 20,000 graduate and professional students in more than 100 disciplines. It is among the top fifteen universities in number of earned doctorates awarded nationally each year.   

Also integral to our mission is a commitment to public engagement. Each year about 65,000 Illinois residents participate in scores of conferences, institutes, courses, and workshops presented statewide. Research and class projects take students and professors off campus to share expertise and technical support with Illinois farmers, manufacturing firms, and businesses. In a typical year, student volunteers log more than 60,000 volunteer hours.   

Facilities & Services (F&S) provides all physical plant, operational, and essential services for sustaining an environment that fosters the research, teaching, and public engagement activities of the university.   The organization employs more than 1,000 dedicated men and women serving in both Civil Service and Academic Professional positions. The F&S goal is to support the university's education, research, and outreach missions by improving the physical condition of the facilities and grounds, reducing energy consumption through education and use of alternative fuel sources, and increasing customer satisfaction by providing quality services in a responsive, reliable, and customer-focused manner.
1.2) Contacts
Plan Coordinator
Name: Pete Varney
Title: Director, Transportation & Building Services
Address: 1701 S. Oak Street Champaign IL 61820
Phone Number: +1 217-333-7583
Recycling/Sustainability Coordinator 
Name: Daphne Hulse
Title: Zero Waste Coordinator
Address: 1701 S. Oak Street Champaign IL 61820
Phone Number: +1 217-333-7550
1.3) Student/Staff Population

Enrollment figures should correspond to figures submitted to the State of Illinois' Board of Higher Education. Use the most recent fall school term data for which figures are available. 
Figures were determined using the DMI.
What is the total number of full-time equivalent student enrollment?
59,238 (8,634 are online only).
What is the total number of part-time equivalent student enrollment?
8,893 (includes undergrad, grad, and professional)
What is the total number of occupants in on-campus student housing?
8,511 undergrad and 695 grad.
What is the number of full-time institution employees including faculty and staff? Please exclude student employment.
16,446
What is the number of part-time institution employees including faculty and staff? Please exclude student employment. 
4,047
1.4) Buildings/Grounds

An institution's waste reduction plan must account for at least the institution's main campus.  

Identify the approximate total number of institution-occupied buildings and any off-site facilities and/or satellite campuses accounted for in the waste reduction plan.

676 buildings.
Identify any off-site facilities and/or satellite campuses operated by the institution not accounted for in the plan and provide an explanation for exclusion. 
493 buildings (includes both owned and leased).
Identify any on-site waste management facilities, if any, and identify the materials accepted. 
The University owns and operates a waste transfer station. The waste transfer station currently accepts non-hazardous municipal solid waste and sorted recyclables.
The Waste Transfer Station collects and recycles five primary items from campus facilities:

· Plastic: #1 polyethylene terephthalate (PETE) and #2 high-density polyethylene (HDPE). These plastics are typically bottle shaped. The number of a plastic can be found on the bottom of the product.

· Paper: All clean mixed paper, including white paper, newspaper and newsprint, colored paper, sticky notes, envelopes, magazines, softbound books and journals, manila and file folders, junk mail, phone books, hanging file folders, ream wrappers, box board, tablet backs, card stock, and small pieces of flattened cardboard.

· Mixed metal: brass, copper, iron, stainless steel, steel, conduit, and metal shelving.

· Cardboard: Corrugated cardboard boxes, sheets, and rolls, flattened.

· Aluminum: Aluminum cans.

The Waste Transfer Station also collects items destined for the landfill:

· Unsorted Municipal Solid Waste (MSW): durable and non-durable goods bound for the landfill.

· Construction & Demolition Debris (C&D): Wood waste including lumber, plywood, medium-density fiberboard (MDF), sticks, pallets, painted wood; scrap metal including rebar, steel, wire, brass, copper, aluminum; concrete and asphalt, including bricks, asphalt, porcelain, rocks, and sand; models and artwork, including models made of wood, cardboard, metal, and combined materials; and broken furniture, including wood, metal, plastic, fabric, and combined materials.
If the institution currently incinerates any of its solid waste, report the number of incineration facilities, the materials incinerated (e.g., medical waste, hazardous waste, etc.), the maximum capacity of each, the average daily throughput, and whether energy is recovered through the incineration process. Please include the name and address of the incineration facilities used, if any. 
· One large animal incinerator at the Vet Med Diagnostic Laboratory, in Basic Sciences Building (2001 S Lincoln Ave, Urbana, IL 61802). The maximum burn rate is 500 lb/hr. This is a newer unit, installed in 2021, replacing the former unit which was permanently decommissioned. It is permitted to burn pathological waste (= animal carcasses) and hospital/infectious waste. 2024 throughput was 322,250 lb in 1176 hours, entirely animal carcasses.

· One small incinerator at Imported Swine Research Laboratory (301 Hazelwood Dr, Champaign, IL 61820). Max burn rate is ~50 lb/hr. Only pathological waste is burned. 2024 throughput was 25,175 lb in 720 hours.

· One small incinerator at Swine Research Center (3502 S 1st St, Champaign, IL 61822). Max burn rate is ~100 lb/hr. Only pathological waste is burned. 2024 throughput was 51,100 lb in 900 hours.

· One small incinerator at Vet Med Research Farm (an eighty-acre farm on South Race Street, two miles from the college). Max burn rate is ~50 lb/hr. Only pathological waste is burned. 2024 throughput was 3800 lb in 102 hours.

· The former incinerator at Edward R. Madigan Laboratory has been permanently decommissioned.

· Applicable regulations do not use numbered waste types; references to type 4 or type 7 waste are obsolete.
Section 2 – Current Waste Reduction Activities
Does the institution employ a full-time or part-time recycling/sustainability coordinator? If the institution does not employ an individual in this type of capacity, please explain who manages waste reduction activities at the institution. 
Yes.
2.1) General Recycling
What general materials are collected for recycling at the institution (e.g., fiber, plastics, metals, glass)?
· Plastic: #1 polyethylene terephthalate (PETE) and #2 high-density polyethylene (HDPE). These plastics are typically bottle shaped. The number of a plastic can be found on the bottom of the product.

· Paper: All clean mixed paper, including white paper, newspaper and newsprint, colored paper, sticky notes, envelopes, magazines, softbound books and journals, manila and file folders, junk mail, phone books, hanging file folders, ream wrappers, box board, tablet backs, card stock, and small pieces of flattened cardboard.

· Mixed metal: brass, copper, iron, stainless steel, steel, conduit, and metal shelving.

· Cardboard: Corrugated cardboard boxes, sheets, and rolls, flattened.

· Aluminum: Aluminum cans.

How are general recyclables captured, collected, and processed?  If a third party is involved in collection and processing, please identify who performs what services.
Within campus buildings, Building Service Workers (BSWs) move most material from interior
bins/collection infrastructure to dumpsters and consolidated building collection containers,
though building occupants may occasionally do so. F&S coordinates BSWs for most buildings
on campus, but in buildings occupied by auxiliary (non state-funded) units, those
units coordinate their own BSWs. In other words, BSWs working in buildings occupied by auxiliary units are the employees of those units, whereas all other BSWs on campus are employees of F&S. Regardless of this, F&S provides and services all exterior dumpsters and collection containers on campus, and transports collected materials to the campus Waste Transfer Station (see “Sorting at the
Campus Waste Transfer Station” below for additional information on procedures there). Outdoor trash and recycling bins (e.g. those along pathways, such as the ones on the Quad, or outside buildings) have until recently been emptied by staff from the F&S Grounds Department, not the F&S Waste Management Department. At the end of 2023, outdoor bin service and maintenance transitioned to Waste Management Department to ensure procedural consistency and improved planning related to outdoor waste collection. 
In general, comingled paper is collected in recycling bins found in campus buildings and in
outdoor spaces on campus. To dispose of large quantities of paper, as might occur during an office clean out, individuals or departments may request large paper totes to supplement their building’s normal bins. Secured versions of these totes are available for papers containing potentially sensitive materials.

Plastic bottles with resin code numbers 1 and 2 and aluminum cans are collected together
in recycling bins found in campus buildings and in outdoor spaces on campus. Steel, tin, and
glass are not acceptable in bins designated for "Bottles & Cans."
Cardboard is not acceptable in campus paper recycling bins.  In some buildings, occupants might leave flattened boxes near other recycling bins for consolidation by Building Service Workers (BSWs). Buildings occupants should contact facility managers or BSWs for best cardboard recycling practices in any given building.

Bulk quantities of other types of metal (i.e. scrap metal), beyond aluminum beverage containers, can be picked up by F&S from campus buildings upon request. Dedicated public-facing bins for collection of scrap metal do not exist in campus buildings. Consolidation of paper, bottles, and cans collected from inside buildings, for pick up by F&S, varies by building, and is largely dependent on available outdoor space in the building's dock area (examples of different indoor bins as well as dumpsters can be found on the F&S website).
The size and type of main dumpster required for efficient collection of a building's landfill-bound waste impacts the remaining space available for separate recycling collection infrastructure.
Some buildings have dedicated paper dumpsters. Other buildings have one or more blue recycling totes for separate consolidation of paper, bottles, and cans. At buildings that generate high volumes of cardboard, there may be dedicated containers for cardboard collection; in some instances where dedicated cardboard containers do not exist, flattened cardboard is placed in the building's main dumpster, and might be plucked from the landfill-bound waste during a second sort at the Waste Transfer Station. In instances of extreme space limitation, blue-bagged recyclables may be placed in the landfill-bound dumpster. F&S picks up trash and recycling from the various types of outdoor dumpsters and collection bins at campus buildings and transports it to the Waste Transfer Station.
Discuss who markets the captured recyclable commodities.
Some materials, such as regulated electronic devices, are collected on the three University of Illinois System campuses and managed at the system level, being sent to either Secure Recycling Services or Secure Processors for recycling when they are no longer appropriate for redistribution on campus or to other state agencies.
Scrap metal is taken by F&S to Mervis Recycling, Mack’s Twin City Recycling, and Mack’s Auto Recycling, all of which are in Urbana, IL. Bales of other recyclables collected on campus are picked up by Green for Life (GFL) and taken to their recycling facility in South Pekin, IL. From there, materials are sent to brokers and mill-buyers as follows. Please note that this list is not exhaustive, and the fate of materials beyond the point of reaching these destinations is not currently known.
F&S is currently contracted with Green For Life (GFL), which accepts the landfill material, purchases fiber products (paper and cardboard) at agreed upon market rates, and has the first right of refusal for aluminum and cardboard. The following list is the most up to date list detailing where commodities are sent.
• Cardboard (Old Corrugated Containers, or OCC)
o Pratt Industries, Valparaiso, IN
o Graphic Packaging, Kalmazoo, MI and Middletown, OH
o Green Bay Packaging, Ft Atkinson, WI
• Sorted Office Paper (SOP): Georgia Pacific, Green Bay, WI
• Newsprint: Hartmann, Rolla, MO
• High-density Polyethylene (HDPE, a.k.a. plastic #2): KW Plastics, Troy, AL
• Polyethylene (PET, a.k.a. plastic #1): Mohawk Flooring, Summerville, GA
• Aluminum
o Novelis, Berea, KY
o Constellium, Muscle Shoals, AL
Approximately how many recycling receptacles are at the institution and how are the receptacles distributed (e.g., average per building, number per square feet, one per every trash can, etc.). 
The waste bins are strategically placed in main hallways and high-traffic areas to maximize accessibility and efficiency. Their centralized placement simplifies collection and sorting, ensuring a more streamlined waste management process. There are several hundred to thousand stray bins that have been placed at will over the past few decades, which F&S is working piecemeal to replace with a standard system. This 3-stream bin standard (paper, bottles and cans, and landfill), of which there are 290 total indoors, is now used as the standard for new builds and retrofitting of older buildings. and This count increases as more bins continued to be purchased. Approximately 125 outdoor dual bins (recycling, landfill) line the walkways.
Describe the areas where recycling receptacles are located (e.g., student/administration buildings, student housing, outdoor areas, parking lots, etc.). 
Student housing, administrative buildings, instructional buildings, multi-use facilities such as the Union and libraries, research laboratories, recreational activity buildings, outdoor walkways, and parking lots.
Does the institution utilize a single stream system or dual stream system for recycling?
For indoor collection, dual and triple stream collection is primarily utilized. For outdoor collection on walkways, single-stream collection is primarily utilized.
Discuss recycling contamination rates at the institution, if known, and describe any steps taken to reduce contamination. 
Contamination rates are estimated to be 10-15%. Reduction in contamination is pursued through improved signage and educational opportunities, as detailed on the F&S zero waste web page.
2.2) Special Recycling
Describe any special materials that are recycled at the institution (e.g., plastic bags, ink/toner cartridges, cooking oil, light bulbs, batteries, etc.).
How are special recyclables captured, collected, and processed?  If a third party is involved in collection and processing, please identify who performs what services.

· Disposable Mask Recycling: In 2020, in response to a rapid increase in disposable mask use, approximately 50 collection boxes were deployed across campus to help students, faculty, and staff recycle face coverings and keep them from entering the landfill stream. Recyclers were asked to put the masks in a sealed bag, place the bag into the box, and then sanitize or wash hands after completing the drop-off. Facilities & Services collaborated with TerraCycle to recycle disposable masks across campus. The program was free to university departments and units, thanks to Student Sustainability Committee support. In 2022, boxes were analyzed for their capacity levels and the type of content found within them. Due to a decline in single use masks on campus, the program ended in early 2023. The boxes were collected and sent back to TerraCycle.
· Nitrile Glove Recycling: Select departments at the University participate in a nitrile glove recycling program. The Chemistry Department currently leads the largest program on campus.
· Battery Recycling: The Division of Research Safety collects university-purchased rechargeable batteries for recycling through their hazardous waste vendor.
2.3) Electronics Recycling
Covered Electronic Devices

Public Act 100-433, bans covered electronic devices (e.g., computers, monitors, printers, TVs, etc.) from being landfilled in Illinois.

How are obsolete, unwanted, or nonfunctional covered electronic devices managed at the institution?
University-owned electronics go to the university surplus redistribution warehouse when they are no longer required by the original user. Surplus items are stored in the warehouse, which is accessible for any university-affiliated entity who would like to search for needed equipment for use on campus. Obsolete, unwanted, or nonfunctional covered electronic devices are wiped clean of any data and sent downstate to Secure Processors for recycling.
2.4) Composting
Landscape Waste

Public Act 76-2429 bans landscape waste, grass, leaves and brush, from being landfilled in Illinois.

List the materials collected for composting at the institution and explain how these materials are captured and processed. If a third party is involved in collection and processing, please identify who performs what services. 
If the institution accepts food scraps for composting, how many receptacles are located at the institution and where are the receptacles located? 
· Landscape composting: Leaves have been composted at the University for over 50 years.  Every fall the leaves are collected and hauled to the F&S Nursery where they are placed in windrows and periodically turned to produce compost. Eventually, the compost is reapplied on campus in various landscape projects. Since the 1990 ban on land-filling landscape waste, the campus chips most of the landscape waste other than leaves and uses it as mulch.  When trees are removed by F&S tree surgeons, most of the smaller branches are chipped on site and applied directly to various campus areas immediately.  The larger branches are cut into smaller logs that are quickly removed by people needing firewood. Landscape waste is composted at a central site on campus, including but not limited to leaves, woody plant brush, limbs, and stumps.   
· Food composting: The University does not have a campus-wide food scraps composting program open to the public. Instead, it offers an internal service under the Housing department. Dining hall locations at Florida Avenue Residence Hall, Illinois Street Residence Hall, Lincoln Avenue Residence Hall, Pennsylvania Avenue Residence Hall, and the Student Dining and Residential Programs building are utilizing Grind2Energy technology to tackle food waste. This technology grinds food down to a slurry so that it can be anaerobically digested with ease off-site at the Urbana-Champaign Sanitary District. In the digesting process, methane is captured so it can partially heat and power the plant. A soil amendment is also produced. The University contributes an average of 230 tons of food scraps a year to the sanitary district. 

Section 3 - Materials Not Recycled/Composted

Public Act 102-444 mandates that at least corrugated cardboard, computer paper, and white office paper, are to be recycled, and landscape waste is to be composted. It is recommended that the following items be targeted for recycling: metals including aluminum cans, plastic bottles and containers, colored paper, paperboard, magazines, newspapers, paper envelopes, and glass containers.  

What materials are not collected for recycling or composting at your institution?

Glass.
Why are these materials excluded?
Glass recycling is not publicly and broadly offered to the U of I campus community. In general, household glass containers are not a product frequently produced on the campus. Additionally, all products on campus that are accepted for recycling provide funds as commodities. The funds earned from selling the commodities work to partially offset landfill costs. At this time, glass is not a product that would earn the university funds.
Section 4 - Waste Audit/Assessment
In order to develop an effective and targeted waste reduction program, the current waste stream should be evaluated. This evaluation is termed a waste audit or waste assessment. The waste assessment provides the institution with an understanding of the types/amounts of recyclables and wastes generated and the methods by which these items are currently managed. The waste audit also provides a baseline against which to review waste reduction options and measure program performance. 
When was the most recent waste audit conducted at your institution?  
In fall 2023 the Illinois Sustainable Technology Center (ISTC) conducted a waste audit to identify and measure the types of landfill (trash) and recycling material generated on the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign (U. of I.) campus. Better understanding of these material streams can inform education and infrastructure improvements that can reduce contamination, increase recycling diversion rates, and reduce total waste production, per the goals of the most recent Illinois Climate Action Plan (2020).
Who conducted the audit?

The Illinois Sustainable Technology Center. ISTC hand-sorted landfill-bound (trash) and recycling waste stream samples into pre-determined material categories and weighed them to calculate the percentage of each. ISTC also spoke to stakeholders, conducted walkthroughs of each audited building, and surveyed building occupants on behavior and opinions about campus waste management. 

ISTC audited 8 buildings in four “Activity Zones.” Separating results by activity zone allows for more specific insights in different types of spaces and more targeted recommendations.
What were the results of the audit?  
The results of the audit are hosted on a web page under F&S. The contracted team found the following:

· Landfill analysis: Within all 1742.3 pounds of landfill-found trash sorted across activity zones in this audit, only 18.9 percent had no other fate than being sent to the landfill. The avoidable amount was estimated to be 34 percent. Nearly 23.1 percent of all landfill waste was paper towels, which could be composted, recycled through a special program, or replaced by electric hand dryers instead of being trashed. Currently recyclable materials represented 12.9 percent of the waste stream, or 224.76 pounds of material. Another 17.1 percent might be recycled with expanded recycling programs. Finally, 17.1 percent was compostable.
· Recycling analysis: Within all 1065.7 pounds of material from recycling streams across activity zones sorted in this audit, 81.4 percent was correctly recycled; 62.3 percent of material sorted was cardboard. 18.6 percent is not currently accepted and is considered contamination. Liquids were the largest (by weight) material category contributing to contamination at 2.6 percentage of materials sorted. Liquid contamination can ruin even correctly recycled items; paper and cardboard must be clean and dry to be eligible for baling and sale as commodities.
· Improvement strategies: Based on operations at those buildings, 39 recommendations grouped into seven themes were identified in the assessment.
· Education and Outreach (16) – These recommendations encourage education of the campus community on standards, guidelines, and best practices of waste management, as well as outreach and engagement to assess areas of need. Topics include publicity for ongoing but low-visibility programs, the bag color standard, accepted items for recycling, and proper disposal of items not accepted in campus bins. 

· Infrastructure (7) – These recommendations address infrastructure improvements. This includes consistency and accuracy of bins and their signage, as well as changes. Structural changes can foster behavioral changes that reduce waste and process waste streams more efficiently. 

· Programming (13) – These recommendations suggest the creation of new programs or the support of ongoing ones. Topics include engagement and expansion on existing infrastructure improvements, special collection recycling programs, and systems of reuse. 

· Purchasing (8) – These recommendations seek to address campus waste at the source: its purchase. Alternative products or materials may be easier to reuse or recycle than existing ones designed for single-use and disposal. 

· Policy (4) – These recommendations codify and standardize sustainable changes across campus. 

· Retail (2) – These recommendations address changes specifically in restaurants, coffeeshops, and other retail areas. 

· Research (7) – These recommendations suggest areas of further research related to current and future recycling streams, education, programs, and infrastructure improvements.
Section 5 – Other Source/Waste Reduction Activities
Describe other existing source/waste reduction activities employed by the institution that are not covered in Section 2 (e.g., converting from paper to electronic processes, establishing water bottle refilling stations, tray-less dining halls, compostable food containers, eliminating plastic utensils, etc.).
Outside of the increasing diversion the University’s waste reduction program focuses on waste prevention through direct material/operation specific programing. Included below are a few of the programs. For a complete list of activities (past and present) please visit the iCAP Portal:   
· Trayless Operations: All residential dining locations are trayless. Trayless dining means less wasted food, less wasted energy from washing trays, and substantial water savings.   
· Mapped Hydration Stations: F&S completed a comprehensive audit of every campus hydration station, to encourage the use of reusable water bottles on campus.
· Project 4 Less: Project 4 Less is a student-led Food Recovery Program at the University. This organization strives to support local food retailers in redistributing unconsumed meals to those facing food insecurity. 
· Good2Go Carry-Out Program: Don't have time to eat in the dining hall? Grab a Good2Go box instead of dining in. It’s pretty simple, just follow the four steps below:
· 1. Request the to-go container at the checker stand at any of the four dining halls, pay the one-time $5 fee and swipe for a meal. If you don’t plan to eat, take the token with you to use another time. 

· 2. Fill up your container with whatever delicious items you’d like, grab a drink using your water bottle, choose portable items, such as a dessert and a piece of fruit, to also carry out and then exit the dining hall. To-go cups, napkins and utensils are available by request.

· 3. Return your dirty container on your next trip to a dining hall, deposit it in the bins with Good2Go signage and receive a replacement container to use for that meal or a token to use at a later time. It’s important to return your containers so the program can continue!
· 4. Repeat the process. 
Section 6 - Procurement

An institution's procurement policy must not discriminate against the procurement of recycled-content products. Products with recycled-content shall be procured wherever and whenever cost, specifications, standards, and availability are comparable to products without recycled-content.

Does your institution meet this requirement? 

Yes.
Please attach a copy of the institution's written procurement policy.  
The institution’s written procurement policy can be found in the Campus Administrative Manual. 
Section 7 – Education and Outreach

Explain, in detail, how students, faculty and staff are informed of recycling opportunities. Please describe any educational and/or promotional activities used to promote recycling or other waste reduction activities at the institution.
· Broad education and outreach activities: Since the start of the recycling program, F&S has led the communication efforts for promoting recycling to the campus community. This tradition continues today, with the following:
· Live tours of the Waste Transfer Station: 45min-1hr guided tour of the facility.
· Virtual tours of the Waste Transfer Station: YouTube video produced by iSEE.
· Zero Waste at Illinois Instagram: unofficial social media page for all things zero waste at the U of I, ran by interns.
· Green Guide: High-level sustainability engagement guide for all campus community members.
· Recycling Bin Labels & Campus-wide Recycling Guide
· Recyclopedia: searchable disposal guide for common household goods.
· Use the Bin Pledge: encourage individuals to hold onto recyclables and pledge to ensure that they end up in a recycling bin on campus.
· iCAP & Portal: In 2010, this campus completed the first Illinois Climate Action Plan (iCAP) setting a strategic plan for making this campus carbon neutral as soon as possible and no later than 2050.  With the signing of the 2010 iCAP, the campus moved toward developing a holistic approach to sustainability education and initiatives, including waste minimization.  The iCAP 2020 builds on the successes of the prior iCAP and continues to have waste reduction and minimization as one of its key themes. The iCAP 2025 will build on the successes of prior plans, and revise timelines to balance feasibility with the 2050 target. The iCAP Portal hosts an online database recording existing and planned sustainability-related projects and programs, with a listing of waste minimization initiatives.

· Greener Campus Programs: The campus is spreading awareness of recycling and waste minimization through the Greener Campus programs, managed by iSEE, to increase engagement across campus. The Certified Green Office program, for example, includes the following waste minimization activities: 
· Only purchase paper with 30% or higher recycled content.
· Eliminate printing wherever possible and switch to paperless systems.
· Establish departmental guidelines to eliminate the purchase of plastic water bottles.
· When ordering food or catering, remove single-use items or replace with reusable items.
· Perform regular fridge clean outs.

· Provide a location and communication for “up for grabs” food.

· Use reusable cups, plates, and utensils.

· Set a policy and protocol for reviewing items at the Campus Surplus.

· Have members of your office sign the Use the Bin pledge.

· Provide properly labeled recycling and waste bins

· Dispose of specialized waste properly

· Chemical Waste

· Batteries

· Styrofoam packaging

· Utilize manufacturer “take back” programs

· Utilize TerraCycle or other waste recycling systems.
· Zero Waste iCAP Team: The Zero Waste iCAP Team is one of the seven Advisory Teams created to recommend concrete steps the campus and community should take to meet its iCAP targets, as well as developing suggested revisions and updates to the iCAP every five years. The Zero Waste team focuses on examines sustainable purchasing, waste disposal, recycling, and campus dining — with the goal of achieving zero waste on campus as outlined by the iCAP.
· Zero Waste Events: Recycling is one of the key topics in all campus sustainability education and promotion efforts, including Quad Day, Sustainability Month, Earth Month, and social media messaging.  The inaugural campus-wide zero waste event, coordinated by the Illinois Sustainable Technology Center, was the Homecoming Football game in October 2014.  With interdepartmental cooperation and over 150 student volunteers, 60 percent of the waste from inside the stadium was diverted from a landfill, including 9,787 pounds composted and 8,790 pounds recycled. Since then, more zero waste events have been held each year.
· Basketball – two zero waste-focused events held each season with volunteers

· FY23

· November 14, 2022 vs Monmouth – 280 lbs recycled

· March 2, 2023 vs Michigan – 1,280 lbs recycled

· FY24

· March 3, 2024 vs Nebraska – 460 lbs recycled

· March 5, 2024 vs Purdue – 1,040 lbs recycled

· Football – two zero waste-focused tailgate events held each season + 1 clean up event
· FY24
· September 24, 2023 vs Florida Atlantic – 1,000 lbs recycled

· November 12, 2023 vs Indiana – 380 lbs recycled

· FY25
· September 15, 2024 clean up event post Homecoming game – 300 lbs recycled

· October 12, 2024 vs Purdue – recyclables weight collected by volunteers not recorded

· November 16, 2024 vs Michigan State - recyclables weight collected by volunteers not recorded

List any environmental clubs or organizations at the institution:
· All currently active Registered Student Organizations (RSOs) can be found on OneIllinois.
· Currently active RSOs with an environmental focus include:

· American Nuclear Society, University of Illinois Student Section
· Beekeeping Club

· Circular Fashion Expo

· Eco Illini Supermileage

· EMRBACE: Empowering Minorities and Building Representation Across Civil and Environmental Engineering 

· ENACTUS

· Engineers Without Borders USA at the U of I

· Geoclub

· Illini Wildlife and Conservation Club

· Illinois Solar Decathalon

· InSPIRE: The Institute for Scientific Progress, Innovation, Research, and Edu-Training

· MANRRS: Minorities in Agriculture, Natural Resources, and Related Sciences

· Project 4 Less

· Red Bison Ecological Restoration

· Students for Environmental Concerns

· Sustainable Solutions

· The Illinois Alt Protein Project

· Women in Nuclear Student Chapter at the University of Illinois

· Student-led Committees include:

· Illini Union Board

· Illinois Student Council: Environmental Sustainability Committee

· Student Sustainability Committee

· Student Sustainability Leadership Council
Section 8 - Future Activities
Please describe any future plans to enhance on-campus sustainability/recycling efforts or to improve educational outreach. This could be through the implementation of new programs or the expansion of existing programs. If there are no future plans at this time, please discuss why this is the case or what limitations the institution faces in expanding or implementing new programs. 
The Illinois Climate Action Plan (iCAP) is developed under iSEE and F&S, with broad stakeholder input and final approval by the chancellor. Zero waste is one of eight themes. Every five years, the plan is reviewed and revised. The following listed objectives include the currently active plans from the iCAP 2020, and the drafted (but not yet formally approved) objectives for the iCAP 2025.
iCAP 2020 zero waste objectives:
· 5.1 Sustainable Procurement Reports: Create sustainable procurement reporting guidelines and increase compliance to 100% of business managers through training and outreach by FY24.

· 5.2 Reduce Landfilled Waste: Reduce the total campus waste going to landfills from 5,049 tons in FY19 to 4,544 tons or less in FY24, which is a decrease of at least 10%.
· 5.2.1 Install Appropriate Infrastructure: Install appropriate waste collection infrastructure throughout the University District, with new indoor bins placed in at least 150 buildings by FY24.

· 5.3 Establish a Culture of Reuse: Establish a culture of reuse, with two major campus-wide zero-waste events using durable goods and composting in FY22, four in FY23, six in FY24, and eight in FY25.
· 5.3.1 Zero Waste Messaging Campaign: Develop a comprehensive Zero Waste messaging campaign by FY21 and achieve a cumulative total of 10,000 “Use the Bin” pledges by FY24.

· 5.4 Reduce Food Scraps: Promote food scraps reduction on campus through a behavior change campaign, and tracking and recovery of surplus food for donation, with at least five new areas tracking and reporting their food waste by FY22.

· 5.5 Plan for Organic Waste: Develop a detailed comprehensive plan including implementation and operational costs/ benefits to sustainably dispose of all food scraps and other organics by FY24 and fully implement the plan by FY33.

· 5.6 Use Local Food: Increase the use of local food to 35% by FY30.
· 5.6.1 Food Literacy Project: Implement Food Literacy Project by FY24 by tracking carbon, nitrogen, and water footprints for food items in campus dining halls.

· 5.7 Green Cleaning Program: Establish a green cleaning program that meets LEED v 4 requirements by FY24.

Drafted iCAP 2025 zero waste objectives (drafts still in progress):  
·  5.1 Establish sustainable procurement guidelines and generate compliance among campus’ buyers.
· 2025 proposal: Create procurement guidelines produced by FY26, outreach & engagement to facilitate compliance across campus by FY30.

· 5.2 Reduce the total campus waste going to landfills on a per capita basis.
· 2025 proposal: Reduce waste from 5,049 tons in FY19 to 3,020 tons or less by FY30 which is a decrease of at least 40%

· 5.2.1 Install standardized waste collection infrastructure across high-trafficked zones on campus
· 2025 proposal: Install appropriate waste collection infrastructure, with new indoor multi-stream bins outfitting all instructional facilities within Engineering Quad, Main Quad, South Quad, all living facilities under University Housing, and high-trafficked athletic facilities by FY30. 

· 5.2.2 Develop a plan for organic waste disposal
· 2025 proposal: Develop a detailed comprehensive plan including implementation and operational costs & benefits to sustainably dispose of all food scraps and other organics by FY28, and fully implement the plan by FY32.

· 5.3 Develop a comprehensive zero waste messaging campaign
· 2025 proposal: Develop a comprehensive Zero Waste messaging campaign by FY26, including accessible platforms for accessing information through social media, e-newsletters, and an updated webpage.

· 5.4 Build out a green cleaning program under Facilities & Services
· 2025 proposal: Establish a green cleaning program under Facilities & Services that meets LEED (v.5) requirements by 2030.

A detailed description of each objective and related action items can be found at https://sustainability.illinois.edu/campus-sustainability/icap/. 
 
Section 8 - Target Reduction
Section 3.1(d) of Public Act 102-444 states that recycling provisions of the waste reduction plan shall be designed to achieve, by January 1, 2000, at least a 40% reduction in the amount of solid waste that is generated by the institution and identified in the waste reduction plan as being subject to landfill disposal. 
Please fill out the table below with student population numbers and amount of waste landfilled. The year 1987 is used as the reference base year. 
	Waste Generated (Excluding Construction and Demolition Waste)
	Fiscal Year
1987
	Fiscal Year
2024

	Weight sent to landfill (tons)
	12,000
	5,980

	FTE student enrollment
	36,340
	50,604 (excludes the 8,634 online-only students)

	Landfill tons/student population
	0.33
	0.118

	% of 1987 baseline
	100%
	35%

	% reduced since 1987 baseline
	N/A
	65%


Table 1: Waste Reduction Progress

Has the institution met the 40% reduction goal?  
Yes.
If the institution has not met the 40% reduction goal, explain how the institution plans to meet this requirement. 
1

